Nationalism as a Claim to a State

John Milios - 9789004533523
Downloaded from Brill.com01/23/2023 10:54:20AM
via free access



Historical Materialism
Book Series

Editorial Board

Loren Balhorn (Berlin)

David Broder (Rome)
Sebastian Budgen (Paris)
Steve Edwards (London)

Juan Grigera (London)
Marcel van der Linden (Amsterdam)
Peter Thomas (London)

Gavin Walker (Montréal)

VOLUME 278

The titles published in this series are listed at brill.com/hm

John Milios - 9789004533523
Downloaded from Brill.com01/23/2023 10:54:20AM
via free access



Nationalism as a Claim
to a State

The Greek Revolution of 1821 and the Formation
of Modern Greece

By

John Milios

LEIDEN | BOSTON

John Milios - 9789004533523
Downloaded from Bril.com01/23/2023 10:54:20AM
via free access



Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Mélios, Giannés, author.

Title: Nationalism as a claim to a state : the Greek Revolution of 1821 and the
formation of modern Greece / by John Milios.

Other titles: Greek Revolution of 1821 and the formation of modern Greece

Description: Leiden ; Boston : Brill, 2023. | Series: Historical materialism book
series, 1570-1522 ; 278 | Includes bibliographical references and index. |
Summary: "In theorising on the causes, preconditions, dynamics and internal
conflicts of the Greek Revolution of 1821, the analysis of Milios tackles the issue
of bourgeois revolutions in general. Additionally, his investigation of the
historical emergence and the limits of the Greek nation, calls forth the broader
theoretical and historical question of the economic, political, and ideological
presuppositions of nation-building. The book illustrates how nationalism
brings the masses to the political forefront, which the capitalist state then
incorporates into its apparatuses as 'sovereign people'. Nationalism being
enmeshed within the political element, consists the basis upon which
irredentism develops, recruiting populations into the expansionist-imperialist
strategies of the ruling classes"— Provided by publisher.

Identifiers: LCCN 2022055715 (print) | LCCN 2022055716 (ebook) | ISBN
9789004533516 (hardback) | 1ISBN 9789004533523 (ebook)

Subjects: LcSH: Greece—History—War of Independence, 1821-1829. | Greece—Politics
and government-1821- | Nationalism—Greece—History—1gth century. |
Revolutions—Philosophy. | Historical materialism.

Classification: LcC DF805 .M455 2023 (print) | LcC DF805 (ebook) | DDC
949.5/06—dc23/eng/20221230

Lc record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2022055715

LC ebook record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2022055716

Typeface for the Latin, Greek, and Cyrillic scripts: “Brill”. See and download: brill.com/brill-typeface.

ISSN 1570-1522
ISBN 978-90-04-53351-6 (hardback)
ISBN 978-90-04-53352-3 (e-book)

Copyright 2023 by John Milios. Published by Koninklijke Brill Nv, Leiden, The Netherlands.

Koninklijke Brill Nv incorporates the imprints Brill, Brill Nijhoff, Brill Hotei, Brill Schoningh, Brill Fink,
Brill mentis, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, Bohlau, V&R unipress and Wageningen Academic.

Koninklijke Brill Nv reserves the right to protect this publication against unauthorized use. Requests for
re-use and/or translations must be addressed to Koninklijke Brill Nv via brill.com or copyright.com.

This book is printed on acid-free paper and produced in a sustainable manner.

John Milios - 9789004533523
Downloaded from Bril.com01/23/2023 10:54:20AM
via free access



Contents

Acknowledgements 1X

Introduction 1

PART 1
The Nation and the Revolution

1 The Revolution in Moldavia and Wallachia: Questions on the Borders of

the Greek Nation 1

1 The Declarations of Alexandros Ypsilantis: Hellas in Serbia and
Bulgaria 1

2 The Evolution and Failure of the Campaign in Moldavia and
Wallachia 15

3 Questions for Consideration: Nation, State and Borders of Claimed
Territory 20

2 The ‘Hellas’ of 1821: Initial Thoughts on the Dissemination of Greek
National Politicisation 23
1 The Boundaries of ‘Hellas’, Beginning with Rigas Pheraios (1797) to
1821 23
2 Various Assessments of the ‘Transnational’ Element of the Revolution in
the National Historiography 28
3 Language, Origins and the ‘Plans of the Friends’ 32

3 Approaches to the Nation: A General Theoretical Assessment 39
1 The Traditional Ethnocentric Approach 39
2 The ‘Objective’ Approach 40
3 The ‘Subjective’ Approach 43
4 The Priority of the Political Element: The Nation as State-Instituted
‘Popular Will' 49
5 The Nation of Capital: Further Points on a Theory of the Nation 52

4 Romans and Greeks in the Ottoman Empire: From Pre-national Social
Cohesion to a Greek Nation 57
1 Introductory Remarks concerning the Birth of the Greek Nation 57
2 Remarks on the Structure of the Ottoman Empire 59

John Milios - 9789004533523
Downloaded from Bril.com01/23/2023 10:54:20AM
via free access



VI CONTENTS

3 Language and the ‘Universalist Hermeneutics’ of Nationalism 65

4 The Chronicle of Galaxidi, or a Pre-national, ‘Roman’ Historical Narrative
of the Period 981-1703 69

5 Two Events Non-national in Character 78

6 The Ottoman Empire and the Birth of the Greek Nation 83

PART 2
The Revolution and Its State

5 The First State of the Revolution: The Victorious Period (1821-1824) 99
1 Constitutions and Institutions: The Formation of a Bourgeois State 99
2 Lords, Politicians and Military Corps: The Political Uplifting of the
Masses 104
3 Political Trends and Civil Wars 112
4 Regarding Class Antagonisms within the Revolutionary Forces 117

6 The Ebb of the Revolution, the Intervention of the ‘Great Powers’ and
the End of Constitutional Republicanism (1825-1833) 123
1 The Unfavourable Turn in the War 123
2 International-Political Relations and Diplomatic Recognition of the
Greek state 124
3 Internal Conflicts, Dead-Ends, and the End of Constitutional
Republicanism 133

7 The Formation of a Capitalist State and Social Formation 152

1 The Revolution and Its State as a Point of No Return in the Process of
Consolidating Capitalist Social Relations 152

2 Capital as a Relationship: Manufacture, Shipping, Trade and Financial
Activities 154

3 Agricultural Production, Rural Property Relations and ‘National
Lands’ 158

4 Remnants and Resistance of the ‘ancien régime’ 164

PART 3
The Revolution as the ‘Grand Idea’ and as the ‘Present’

8 ‘Hellenisation of the East’: The Vision and the Reality 171
1 A Partial Review: A Genuine Bourgeois Revolution 171
2 The Grand Idea of the Revolution 178

John Milios - 9789004533523
Downloaded from Bril.com01/23/2023 10:54:20AM
via free access



CONTENTS VII

3 Greek and the Greek-Speaking Populations of the Ottoman
Empire 182

4 The Economic Dimension of the Grand Idea 187

5 Contraction and the ‘Stability’ of the Grand Idea Following the
Development of Balkan Nationalisms 192

6 After the Grand Idea: ‘A Rupture within Continuity’ 197

9 1821 ‘in the Present’: On the Ideological Uses of the Revolution 202

1 Introduction: on the Ideological Uses of History 202

2 The Tradition of the ‘Continuity of Hellenism’ and Its Transformations
in the Nineteenth Century 203

3 The Ideology of ‘National Continuity’ as a Devaluation of the Revolution
and as a Self-Contradiction 207

4 ‘National Continuity’ and Racism 21

5 Historical Approaches in the Context of the Left (1907-1946): From
Attempts at Scientific Analysis for the Documentation of a Socialist
Strategy to Ideological Uses of History 214

6 Does History Unite a Nation? 225

References 231
Index 254

John Milios - 9789004533523
Downloaded from Bril.com01/23/2023 10:54:20AM
via free access



John Milios - 9789004533523
Downloaded from Brill.com01/23/2023 10:54:20AM
via free access



Acknowledgements

A first version of this book was published in Greek on 15 December 2020 under
the title 1821: Tracing the Nation, the State and the Grand Idea (1821. Ihnilatontas
to Ethnos, to Kratos kai ti Megali Idea, Alexandreia Publications).

I would like to thank Marios Emmanouilidis and Dimitris C. Sotiropoulos
for reading the chapters of the book while they were being written, and for
helping me to improve their quality with well-founded comments. I also thank
Panagiotis Sotiris for his suggestions regarding the adaptation of the text for an
English-literate audience.

I owe thanks to the participants of the seminar ‘Theory and History of Cap-
italism and the National Phenomenon: The Greek Case’ (October 2018—March
2019), whose questions, comments and interventions helped me to shape the
arguments developed in this book.

A special mention is, of course, owed to Barbara Santos for translating the
greater part of the book, for her valuable suggestions and for having improved
the overall style of the manuscript.

John Milios - 9789004533523
Downloaded from Bril.com01/23/2023 10:54:20AM
via free access



About Nationalism as a Claim to a State

Who were the Greeks whom the Revolution of 1821 sought to liberate into
a national-constitutional state? In this fascinating book, distinguished polit-
ical economist John Milios investigates the processes of economic, social, and
political-ideological unification through which, from the second half of the
eighteenth century, Greek-speaking and other Orthodox capitalists promoted
a broad national politicisation of large Orthodox Christian populations in the
Ottoman Empire and turned them into Greek freedom fighters. He shows how
the revolution of the masses demanding representative institutions led to the
formation of a constitutional bourgeois state and a national capitalist social
formation (1821-27) before taking a Bonapartist and, later, monarchist turn.
This is the first book to consider the role of capitalism, nationalism, republic-
anism, racism, and imperialism in the formation of modern Greece.

— Vassilios Lambropoulos, C.P. Cavafy Professor Emeritus, University of Michi-

gan

Nationalism as a Claim to a State provides a groundbreaking account of the
Greek Revolution and its aftermath. Opposing the myth of Hellenic continuity,
Milios analyses the Greek nationalist movement in terms of capitalist interests
within — and at odds with — the Ottoman Empire. He emphasises that early
proclamations of Hellenic independence also included Albanians, Serbs, and
Bulgars; later, the Greek state defined itself against those groups and pursued
territorial expansion. Part of a broader historical movement, the emergent
Greek state reveals how nationalist ideologies get twisted this way and that
to avoid confronting the realities of capitalism. Carefully researched and per-
suasively argued, Milios’s study takes us deep into the Greek Revolution and
beyond, offering crucial lessons for the contemporary world.

— Rush Rehm, Professor, Theater and Performance Studies, and Classics, Stan-

ford University Artistic Director, Stanford Repertory Theater (SRT)

John Milios offers us a timely and important intervention in the discussions
on the character and role of the 1821 Greek Revolution, a necessary antidote
to the nationalist consensus which seems to have prevailed in the bicentenary
celebrations of that event. Through the lens of political economy, he critically
analyses the role of the emerging middle classes in the formation of the nation
state of Greece. At the same time, he shows that the protagonists of the national
struggle had imperial (I would prefer to call them colonial) ambitions from the
very start, ambitions that were burnt in the ashes of Smyrna a century later. The

John Milios - 9789004533523
Downloaded from Bril.com01/23/2023 10:54:20AM
via free access



ABOUT NATIONALISM AS A CLAIM TO A STATE XI

book not only helps us understand the emergence and the fates of Greece as
a national and political phenomenon, and its continuing role as a buffer state
in global geopolitics, but it also constitutes a valuable contribution to the con-
temporary discussions on (and struggles towards) ideological, economic, and
political decolonisation.
— Yannis Hamilakis, Brown University, co-author of Archaeology, Nation,
and Race: Confronting the Past, Decolonizing the Future
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