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Introduction

Part I 

Capitalism and its Origins: The Theoretical Context

1 Marx’s notion of capitalism: a synoptic account

2 Marx’s two approaches to the genesis of capitalism:

the ‘productive forces - relations of production dialectic’ 

vs. ‘so-called original accumulation’ 

2.1 A note on the status of Marx’s theoretical oeuvre

2.2 A ‘philosophy of history’ and a ‘general law of human 

development’?

2.3 “So-called Original Accumulation”

2.3.1 Marx’s problematique in Capital and the Grundrisse

2.3.2 A ‘circular argument’?

3 Early forms of capitalism and wage labour: Lenin’s polemic against the 

Narodniks

3.1 The historical context

3.2 Capitalism prevailed as pre-capitalist exploitation forms dissolved

3.3 Production for the buyer-up as a form of capitalist manufacture

3.4 Maintenance or dissolution of indirect forms of capitalist 

exploitation depending on class relation of forces

3.5 The theoretical importance of Lenin’s intervention 

4 Capitalism and the agrarian sector: Karl Kautsky’s theoretical intervention

5 Post-World War II Marxist approaches to the ‘transition to capitalism’ question
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5.1 The ‘agrarian origin of capitalism’ tradition

5.2 The ‘State-Feudalism’ tradition: revenge of the Narodniks?

5.3 The persistent ‘theory of Production Forces’ tradition

5.4 The ‘world-capitalism’ tradition 

5.5 The birth of capitalism as an aleatory encounter: from Balibar to 

Deleuze-Guattari and Althusser

5.6 The ‘circulation question’: Is merchant capital productive or not?

6 Non-Marxist approaches to the origins of capitalism 

6.1 Introduction: the ‘spirit of capitalism’ and the riddle of monetary 

profit-forms in pre-capitalist societies
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6.3 Max Weber and the ‘spirit of capitalism’ controversy

6.4 ‘Ancient capitalism’? 
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7 Modes of production and the pre-capitalist money-owner 
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7.5 The money-begetting slave mode of production and the capitalist 
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7.6 Economic partnerships as forms of pre-capitalist money-begetting 

activities

7.6.1 Pre-capitalist coinage and finance

7.6.2 Transitional money-begetting production forms

7.7 Concluding remarks
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Venice and the Mediterranean: A Discourse on the Birth of Capitalism
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8 From a Byzantine exarchate to a major colonial power in the Mediterranean:
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8.1 The emergence of the Italian maritime republics: an overview

8.2 Building a merchant tradition on salt, slaves and timber

8.3 Gaining power through alliance with Byzantium

8.4 The new geopolitical landscape after the First Crusade: 

     phases of alliance and conflict until the final clash of arms 

9 The Venetian social formation until the end of the thirteenth century:

an unconsummated process of original accumulation

9.1 The rule of a state-organized money-begetting oligarchy 

9.1.1 The myth of ‘private initiative’

9.1.2 State apparatuses as ‘committees’ manned by members of the 

ruling class

9.2 The economic functions of the Venetian state
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the Zecca 
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10.3.3 The proletarianization of seamen

10.3.4 Public debt and capitalist finance
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